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October 12
3:00 PM
The Art Kamangar Center at The Merced Theatre
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UpstART (formerly Arts UC Merced Presents) is
a faculty-directed arts organization at UC
Merced. Our mission is to bring diverse and
exciting arts programming to our campus and
local community.

Jayson Beaster-Jones, 2023-25 Faculty Director
Collin Lewis, Executive Director for the Arts

Special Thanks To:

Suzanna Bezyan-Goldberg
Bobcat Athletics
CalPride
Division of Equity, Justice & Inclusive Excellence
Heather Holt
Kim McMillon
Kristi Morales
Chancellor Juan Sdnchez Mufioz
Jody Murray

UpstART

presents

Founder & Director:
Carlos Samaniego, violin/voice

Samantha Bautista, vihuela/voice
Melissa Diaz, violin/voice
Ricardo Dollero, guitar/voice
Brian Espinoza, trumpet/voice
Saulo Garcia, guitarréon
Noel Loera, trumpet/voice/arranger
Edwin Martinez, violin/voice
Azul Celeste Rodriguez, harp/voice
Jeremy Rodriguez, trumpet/voice
Yalitza Angelina Vasquez-Lopez, violin/voice/arranger
Raul Vidal, violin/voice

Pieces will be announced from the stage.



California’s Premier
LGBTQ+ Resource Center

CALPRIDE IS DEDICATED TO THE
EMPOWERMENT OF THE LGBTQIA2S +
COMMUNITY THROUGH INTERSECTIONAL
ADVOCACY, TRANSPARENT EDUCATION, AND
TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE.

LEARN MORE | CALPRIDE.ORG

EQUITY ME—
<3 [JUSTICE o
INCLUSIVE I

UCMERCED | EXCELLENCENE

Building Community &
Capacity by Promoting
Shared Responsibility for
Equity & Inclusion.

Learn more:
ejie.ucmerced.edu

LGBTQ+ EDUC
TRAININGS |
GENDER AFFIRM
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Mariachi Arcoelris de Los Angeles, or The Los Angeles Rainbow
Mariachi in English, is the world's first LGBTQ+ mariachi. A
unique and dynamic ensemble representing the traditions of
the rich culture of Mexico, this group was created as a haven
for mariachi musicians who identify as LGBTQ+ to come
together and perform traditional Mexican regional music

in an otherwise “machista” and discriminating subculture of
the mariachi world.

Led by director Carlos Samaniego, Mariachi Arco-lris de Los
Angeles performs its repertoire to suit the LGBTQ+ community
while also introducing beautiful Mexican folk music to new
audiences. In 2023, The Los Angeles Rainbow Mariachi
received two awards for the work and message of inclusivity
that they promote through their passionate music. Now in
2024, they debuted their third album in celebration of their
tenth year of existence. Furthermore, this historic group made
their PBS debut and was honored by the Los Angeles City
Council at the historic Los Angeles City Hall during the Pride
Month Kick-Off ceremony.



Upcoming UC Merced Arts Events

October 18
Merced Symphony presents
Modern Melodies:

Mexican & American Masterpieces
Wallace-Dutra Amphitheater, UC Merced

October 19-20 & 26-27
UC Merced Spanish Program
& Merced Shakespearefest present
La vida es sueno

by Pedro Calderdn de la Barca
Merced Multicultural Arts Center (The MAC)

October 27
UpstART presents

Danay Suarez
The Art Kamangar Center at The Merced Theatre

February 1
UpstART presents

(0] (of-11[6]
The Art Kamangar Center at The Merced Theatre

March 15
UpstART presents
Las Cafeteras
The Art Kamangar Center at The Merced Theatre

Visit arts.ucmerced.edu/season for more information.



